
RICHMOND TOWNSHIP 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

July 18, 2019 

 

Chairman Marek called the meeting to order at 7:25am followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Roll call was taken by Wilson.  Present:  Bluhm, LeBaron, Marek, Maturen, 

Sheldon, Taylor, Thompson and Wilson.  Absent:  Kailing. 

 

B.  Approve minutes:  The minutes from the April 18th meeting were reviewed.  There 

was 1 correction needed-under 3 of Old Business, it needs to be added that Marek and 

Bluhm will serve on the committee for a new Township Hall.  Bluhm made the motion to 

accept the minutes with the correction with support from Maturen.  Motion carried.  The 

minutes then were reviewed for the Special Meeting held May 16th.  Thompson made the 

motion to approve the minutes with support from Sheldon.  Motion passed. 

 

C.  Amendments/deletions to agenda:  Marek wishes to move Kim O’Neil to public 

comment so she may leave. 

 

D.  Public Comment:  Kim O’Neil from Chamber of Commerce comes to the meeting 

looking for help with funding the Chamber.  The Chamber serves 30 businesses in the 

Township as well as 120+in the city.  The funding in the past came from the DDA for the 

City, but, since disbanding, they have lost that support.  The City budgets only 

$8600.00/year for the Chamber and this does not cover their expenses nor the salary of 

the Director.  Marek asks for a formal budget showing expenses and how it benefits the 

DDA before we could move on any monetary funding. 

 

E.   Chairman’s report:  Marek. 

1. Update on PA-57 activity-Bob Toland is working on this. 

2. Filing for personal property tax reimbursement-there wasn’t enough time to gather 

all the information needed so BobToland was unable to complete the forms for this 

year. 

3. Road contract for work on 3 Mile road-contract has been signed and the work is 

already completed. 

4. Update on Capital Improvement Plan-Bob Toland is working on this and is 

making progress. 

5. DDA Director communication with BobToland-Marek received an email from 

Bob offering his services as director for the DDA.  Marek feels this could be 

beneficial to the DDA and Sheldon agreed and feels we should explore costs 

involved.  Maturen suggests a one year contract to be renewed annually.  Marek 

will gather information and have Bob at the next meeting. 

 

F.  Bills and communication:  none. 

 

G.   Treasurer’s report: Taylor:  Taylor handed out the report ending June 30, 2019.  

Sheldon made the motion to approve the report and Thompson seconded the motion.  

Motion approved. 



H.  Township Update:Bluhm 

 1.   Reed City Fields sanitary sewer line update-they have started phase II but the 

sewer connection is not yet corrected to the Township connection. 

 2.   Township Hall -Bluhm and Stieg will serve on the Township Hall committee 

along with Marek and Thompson.  Bluhm hopes to call a meeting sometime in 

September. 

 3.   Groundbreaking for new Credit Union-Bluhm and Kailing met with Rich 

Saladin and Bill Terryn from Gerber Construction , City Manager Howell , Mayor 

McKinney and Trevor Guiles,council member, on July 1st.  Gerber Construction wants to 

run an 8” line to connect the sewer but, due to the 425 Agreement, they are not allowed to 

run a main east-west line.  An agreement could not be reached.  Marek suggests maybe 

the DDA could help finance the single lines for future businesses.  Marek also talked with 

Rich Saladin and he would like suggestions from the DDA and the Township Board on 

what we want the area to look like-maybe having curbs, gutters, street lights, etc.  After 

some discussion, members feel it would be ok to discuss these things with their engineer. 

 4.  The Township Board approved an application for a second Provisioning 

Center on US-10. 

 

I. Old Business: 

 1.   Financial support to Chamber for Director’s salary-tabled for now as we need 

more financial information, especially a budget. 

 

J.   New Business: 

 1. Mow Pattersonn property-Thompson made the motion to find someone to mow  

the property at a cost not to exceed $200.00.  Wilson supported and motion passed. 

 

K.   Audience comments:  none. 

 

L.   Closing comments from Board: 

 Maturen-no comment. 

 Bluhm-no comment. 

 Thompson thanks Marek for his work for the DDA. 

 Wilson-no comment. 

 LeBaron-would be interested in working with the engineers on the aesthetics for 

the building project on 220th Avenue. 

 

M.   Next regular meeting is :  Thursday, October 17, 2019 at 7:30am.    

 

N.  Adjourn:  Thompson made the motion to adjourn with a second from Wilson.  Marek 

declared meeting adjourned at 8:34am. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Linda Stieg, Recording Secretary 


